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Conference Program
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Stateless Adoptee Citizenship Act: A Call to Action
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MCs Hyun Joo Yi (Radio Korea), Isaac Kim (Korean Resource Center)
10:30 am
- 11:00 am - Check-In -

- Opening Ceremony -

+ Opening Remarks (ZH2[A) o vvveeveennnnne Heaja Kim, President of KOWIN Pacific LA
« Salute to the Flags (ZTIQIE[) - -« vvvvmmnnniniiiiiee e Together
« Korean and US Anthems (ZZ7FHE) oo oo June Lee
« KOWIN Pledge (22[2| CIH) -..... Boksoon Kim, Vice President, and Sue Park, Treasurer
11:00 am | * Welcoming Remarks (BFHAF) « - vvvviiniiiiiiiii Heaja Kim, President
11:36 am + Congratulatory Remarks (ZA}) ..... Kye Joo Lee, KOWIN US Western Regional Director
+ Congratulatory Remarks (ZA}) --- .- Heather Lee, Chairperson of KPLA Board of Directors
* Congratulatory Remarks (ZAF) -+« ccvveeeeeeeeeenn. Youngwan Kim, Consul General

of the Republic of Korea in LA

« Congratulatory Video (ZotGA) ---cvovvvrveneeens Congressman Adam Smith (D-Wash.)
« Group Photo

- Panel Sessions -

11:30 am « Session 1: Professor Kim Park Nelson and Professor Eleana Kim

1:15 pm + Session 2: Ms. Emily Warnecke
+ Session 3: Dr. Amanda Cho and Mr. Nick Greene

1:15 pm
- 1:40 pm Lunch
1:40 pm . .
- 2:00 pm Musical Performances by Joyce Kwon and Calvin Park
2: . .
00 pm Q&A and Discussion
- 2:30 pm
2:30 pm Closing Remarks - «--:cooovvereeemieii Heaja Kim, President
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Our Purpose

The Korean Women'’s International Network (KOWIN) was founded in 2001 along with the formation
of the Ministry of Gender Equality and Family in South Korea. The network was created in order to
discover, develop, and strengthen the network of Korean women, both in and out of Korea, in keeping
with the global age.

The KOWIN Conference is attended by current regional directors and female leaders from such diverse
fields as business, politics, public sector, law, media, religion, arts, sciences, and education.

KOWIN aims to systematize the collaboration among Korean women, both in Korea and abroad,
tapping into the talent of these women to promote cultural pride.
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KPLA is very proud to be holding such a meaningful conference three
years after its founding. We are grateful for all the speakers who have
taken their valuable time and traveled from afar to share their personal
stories, experience, and action on behalf of all the Korean adoptees in the
US without citizenship. This conference would also not be possible without all
the hard work and effort put forth by the preparatory committee members
and directors invested in the future of a generation of Korean adoptees
without a country to call their own.

As representatives of the Korean American community, we firmly believe
Korean American adoptees should be treated as equal citizens, given an
opportunity to pursue their dreams without fears or troubles in applying
for a passport, license, or financial aid.

Thank you for joining us in bringing light to this important issue, as we
rally together to help support the passage of additional legislation in the

form of a new Adoptee Citizenship Act.
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Welcome, our beloved friends and honored guests!

As an affiliate organization of the Korean government’s Ministry of Gender Equality
and Family and a chapter that is composed of first—generation Korean immigrant
women and that celebrates our Korean heritage, we are honored to host this
conference to highlight the plight of our fellow first—generation Koreans: Korean
adoptees without US citizenship. This is our second conference on the same theme
in the past three years.

Despite the enormity and the seeming insurmountability of the issue,

the unjust nature of the human suffering it creates has compelled us to organize the
conference and to cajole and persuade you to donate and attend the conference
today. We dare to hope that this conference, also live streamed and preserved on our
YouTube channel, will become an agent of solidarity and a spark for activism that
will accomplish the passage of long overdue legislation to grant US citizenship to
adoptees,

[ would like to extend my most heartfelt gratitude and respect to the conference
committee members who gave their treasure, time, and energy to this conference,
as well as to the rest of the membership for their generous and steadfast support.

[ would also like to acknowledge the invaluable support of our generous donors and
volunteers. In addition, I would be remiss if I didn’t take this opportunity to express
my deepest appreciation and admiration for our distinguished panelists who have
devoted a lot of their time on the adoptee citizenship issue and whose insight and
expertise elevate our conference. Above all, thank you all for taking interest in the
stateless adoptee issue and for helping us celebrate our shared Korean heritage.
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Connress of the United States
House of Repregentatives
Ullashinaton, BC 20515—-4709

9TH DISTRICT, WASHINGTON | ADAM SMITH

Through no fault of their own, there are an estimated tens of thousands
of people in the U,S. who were brought here as children to be adopted but
never received citizenship status because of a gap in the Child Citizenship
Act.

For years I have worked to close this loophole and grant citizenship to
impacted adoptees, and the Korean Women's International Network has

been instrumental in that work.

These adoptees were raised in the U.S. and built their lives here, starting
careers and families and contributing to our country in countless ways.
They deserve full access to their rights as American citizens, and that is
why we must pass my bill, the Adoptee Citizenship Act. I will continue

working to get this legislation passed by Congress and signed into law,

Thank you to the Pacific LA Chapter of Korean Women's International
Network for your tireless advocacy on this issue and I look forward to our
continued work together to get this crucially important legislation passed

to finally provide much needed certainty to these individuals.
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KAREN BAss
MAYOR | KAREN BASS MaYor

Dear Friends,

[ want to extend my congratulations to the Pacific Los Angeles
Chapter of Korean Women’s International Network (KOWIN) on the
occasion of its Stateless Adoptee Citizenship Act: A Call to Action

Conference.

Founded in 2021, the Pacific LA Chapter of the KOWIN provides a
platform for women leaders of Korean ancestry in the greater Los
Angeles area to utilize their abilities, experiences, and knowledge

to make meaningful and significant contributions to the communities
around them. The Stateless Adoptee Citizenship Act Conference will
highlight the plight of an estimated 35,000 international adoptees

in the U.S. who are currently living without American citizenship.

I deeply appreciate the organization’s dedication to supporting

international adoptees.
You have my best wishes for a memorable conference!

Sincerely,

KarenBacs -




Our Panelists

Kim Park Nelson is an educator and researcher whose work uses adoption as a
lens to understand race and culture. Her work has contributed to building the field
of Adoption Studies and Korean Adoption Studies in the U.S. and internationally.
Dr. Park Nelson has authored or coauthored several published articles on adoption
cultures and communities. Her book, Invisible Asians: Korean American Adoptees,

Asian American Experiences and Racial Exceptionalism was published by Rutgers
University Press in Spring 2016. The book is based on her ethnographic research
Kim Park Nelson, Ph.D. exploring the many identities of adult Korean adoptees, as well as the cultural,
social, historical, and political significance of sixty years of Korean adoption to the
United States. She is an associate professor of Ethnic Studies at the Winona State
University and a 2023-2024 Bush Foundation Fellow.

Eleana Kim is a cultural anthropologist and Professor of Anthropology and Asian

American Studies at University of California, Irvine. She is the author of Adopted
Territory: Transnational Korean Adoptees and the Politics of Belonging (Duke University
Press, 2010) and Making Peace with Nature: Ecological Encounters Along the Korean
DMZ (Duke University Press, 2022), for which she has recently received the James B.
Palais Book Prize.

Eleana Kim, Ph.D.

Amanda Cho, PhD, is a Korean American Transracial and Transnational Adoptee
who is actively involved in civil rights and advocacy organizations that support
Communities of Color, particularly Asian Americans and Asian American Adoptees.
She is the Policy Manager for the Alliance for Adoptee Citizenship.

Amanda lives in Atlanta and is a founding member of the Korean Adoptee Associa—

tion of Georgia (KAAG). She is a member of KAAN’s Advisory Board and serves as
Amanda Cho, Ph.D. a Conference Co—Chair for KAAN’s annual conference. She volunteers for other
adoptee—led organizations and has collaborated with other Korean Adoptees on
research projects that explore the experiences of Asian American Transracial
Adoptees.

Emily Warnecke is a Korean American Transracial and Transnational Adoptee and

a leader of the Alliance for Adoptee Citizenship. For almost a decade, Emily has

shared her story with the public, met with hundreds of legislators and spoken at ‘
press conferences and events about the issue of adoptees without citizenship. R
Emily was adopted by U.S. citizen parents in 1964 as a baby. A lifelong California .
resident, her father was a World War II veteran and her parents believed she

became a U.S. citizen when her adoption was finalized. Unfortunately, this was not Emily Warnecke
the case, and Emily is an adoptee without citizenship, educating, organizing and

advocating for citizenship for all intercountry adoptees. Previously, she worked

®

many years in the aerospace industry.
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Joyce J{won

Joyce Kwon is a singer, composer and gayageum player, making
folk music for folks of the diaspora. Her debut album Dream of Home
surfaced in a search for an elusive home, and her new album Orange
Hour is inspired by the ideas of Carl Jung and will be released in
July. Joyce is one of Three Sister Bears as a UC Berkeley alumna
and also graduated from the Manhattan School of Music.

Calvin Park

Calvin Park is a saxophonist who graduated from Berklee
College of Music. He toured in the US with such artists as
Wheesung (¥17d), Gummy (710]), Kim Tae—-woo (7ZJEi-%),
and Kim Bum-soo(7J¥14*), and released an album titled
The Blessed Saxophone. He is currently serving as a pastor
at InChrist Community Church (¢ 21.9]) in Northridge.




President (2|&): Heaja Kim (Z8l[x}) 2021-2022 (1st): Myungzoo Kwun (H#EZ)
Vice President (52]%): Boksoon Kim (Z=#) 2022-2023 (2nd): Byung Jhung (BE%)
Vice President (£2|&): Connie Paik (7| &4 D— e

General Secretary (£5): Myong Ah Kim (Z&0})
Secretary (AM7]): Sun Lee (0| M3])
Treasurer (2|4]): Sue Park (2/31)

I

Myungzoo Kwun (HEF) Juliet Lee (ZH<S) Connie Paik (H7}L]) Kyoung Hae Lim (21Z8H)
Kay Ko (0AI®)) Helen Kim (Zdll2h Heasook Sohn (£8]|%) Grace Chang (&23])
Sarah Jun (ZZ34) Heaja Kim (28l Sue-Kyong Shin Vittas (414~d)  Jeong Suk Chang (&% <)
Myong Ah Kim (Z'&ot) Hee Sung Kim (23] 4) Misun Ahn (2t0] ) Esther Chung (B&2h
Rachel Kim (Z0[8) Miae Park (2f0]0H) Suzie Oh (24XI) Byung Jhung (8% =)
Boksoon Kim (Z5%) Sue Park (Ei3=) Joyce Yoo (f2¢) Misoon Cho (Z0|z)
Christine Kim (Z4=3) Hye Jung Park (28] H) Kye Joo Lee (O|A|F) Kathy Chu (F8%)

Sun Sook Kim (&%) Irene Bou (5012!) Sun Lee (0|M3]) Irene Choi (X|83%)

Yoon Dokko (Z&<) Kyung Ja Baik (282X} Heather Lee (084
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2024 Board of Directors Past KOWIN US Western Regional Directors

Chairperson (O|AFS): Heather Lee (0[3i|) 2003 - 2005 EunYoungOh  2015-2017 Heather Lee
Secretary (550|Af): Misoon Cho (Z0z) 2005 - 2007 EunYoungOh 2017 -2019 Kyong-lYi
Directors (0|Al): Sarah Jun (Z3U4) 2007 - 2009 Wendy Yoo 2019 - 2021 Suzie Oh
Byung Jhung (88=) 2009 - 2011 YoungHeelee 2021-2023 Susie Coover
Heasook Sohn (£381|<) 2011-2013 Jung Soonlee 2023 - present Kye Joo Lee
Kyoung Hae Lim (23t 2013 - 2015 Heasook Sohn
Jeong Suk Chang (&28=) . y

Ex Officio Director (XIS 0[Al): Heaja Kim (28X}

Conference Committee Members

|
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Heather Lee, Byung Jhung, Boksoon Kim, Christine Kim, Connie Paik, Heaja Kim, Heesung Kim, Misun Ahn,
Misoon Cho, Myong Ah Kim, Kay Ko, Rachel Kim, Sue Park, Sun Sook Kim, Sun Lee, Irene Bou
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Donors & Sponsors
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* Kye Joo Lee* * Soon HilLee
* Heqgja Kim* * Sun Young Moon
* Heather Lee* * Sarah Jun
* Sue Park* * C.J. Construction & Development Co.
* Booksoon Kim* * Corbel Architects
* Hee Sung Kim* * Hannam Chain
+ Connie Paik* + Korean Language Education Scholarship Foundation of USA
* Sun Sook Kim* * Dosan Memorial Foundation of Americas
* Misoon Cho* * Nuvation Pain Group
* Mice Park* * Ariari21
* Helen Sohn* « Silver Rain
* Sue-Kyong Shin Vittas* « One Heart Women's Club
+ Jeong Suk Chang* « OC DJ Memorial Society
* Sun Lee* « Kimco Enterprises, Inc.
« Christine Kim* « The Real Estate Group
« Kyoung Hae Lim*
« Donna H. Choi « *KOWIN Pacific LA member
‘
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THE
REAL ESTATE
GROUP

Connie Cho Paik

Realtor

Lic. #01290972
23805 HAWTHORNE BLVD.
TORRANCE, CA 90505

Direct: (310) 480-8389
Office: (310) 540-0072
Fax: (310) 540-8336
ccpaikl 989 @gmail.com
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Tel: 213.502.1697
E-mail: info@dosanusa.org
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www.NuVationpain.com info@NuVationPain.com

- ORANGECOUNTYOFFICE ~ LOSANGELESOFFICE

5832 Beach Blvd, Suite 209
Buena Park, CA 90621

Phone: (714)676-5541
Fax:(714)676-5542

505 S. Virgil Ave, Ste 206
Los Angeles, CA 90020

Phone: (213)622-0021
Fax:(714)676-5542
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Sue-Kyong Shin Vittas / International Consultant
suevittas@gmail.com; +1(202)345-8589

Protocols Conference/Convention/Meetings
Global Etiquette & Image Making
Executlve Board Meeting Process & Procedures
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non profit Student-run organization
Dedicated to supporting
underprivileged Communities

through Art y

Trading Inc.

%‘% % Trading Inc.

TEL: 213.747.0670 FAX: 213.747.0622

MISOON CHO

silverrainla@gmail.com
CELL: 310.619.0773
JubileeCouture.com
1458 S. San Pedro St. #156, Los Angeles, CA 90015
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Los Angeles | Torrance Fullerton Diamond Bar | La Palma Torrance(Del Amo) | New Jersey
LA EUAN Z3EH Cloot==HbH 2rznr EMA Hapmy SRR
(213)382-2922 (310)539-8899 (714)736-5800 (909)839-1121 (562)924-7422 (424)955-1234 (201)224—0036
2740 W. Olympic Blvd. | 3030 W.Sepulveda Blvd. | 5301 Beach Blvd. 21080 W. Golden Springs Dr. | 4951 La Palma Ave. | 21305 Hawthorne Blvd.| 1475 Bergen Blvd.
LA, CA 90006 Torrance, CA 90505 Buena Park, CA 90621 | Walnut, CA 91789 La Palma, CA 90623 | Torrance, CA 90503 Fort Lee, NJ 07024
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» Actress
* Entrepreneur
 Beauty Ambassador

Experience

The
Power of Beauty

L

(213)820-1170

msjunelee@gmail.com
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